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Apgo] thet AH419) ol FEHQ Aol Lelz 7FHAE Folch
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ZUt =¥ Z(Jonathan Edwards, 1703-1758)= u]=9] ‘714 st
AR AlsA 2 ddojd Bt ofyeh 7Fo/FH#ES] 7P YRt e
9] AlgkR}=2 E5] FrheEn2 AAIZQI ARIFOARR] HMIAT EE(Benjamin
Breckinridge Warfield, 1851-1921)= o= Z9] 7[22S AAF oz 11
ol o “HEFZQ ARIF'E Hristal3 9|9 Apfo theh o =929
o|2Z W&ol UolA G Y7 wHE [H3dthe oEQR ANRT
OJR| ] ARfof| thek AFA19] AlE “AHISoAE2] B/dA 0l YRkl Ay
& 71Ritts TRy 9JR]9] ARRo] gk o =920 o]&o] 1A JHE
£ tiisk=tkol oA olA(ER)] 2t B2 7K B2t A
o Ef=9] o]2Z A9 ARFoll thgt /HEFA]l 7H23]9] EEAQ S =
Al of7]= Zo|dZele E5taLe AR T19] Asf= Algte] AupAlist opdzt
oEf= Frfjoll= ARl YR gt A7t vk SA717F §iA

1o

*E =T AR 202149 10€ 28, Al SalE71E SheAlel WHS 25 4 HARt
AL ¥Rl

1 Paul Ramsey, “BR&R} A&, in The Works of Jonathan Edwards, vol. 1, Freedom of
the Will, 3% &3, TR Ay (AL 2Z2IpPREAL 2016), 16.

2 Philip John Fisk, Jonathan Edwards’s Turn from the Classic-Reformed Tradition of
Freedom of the Will (Goettingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2016), 23.

3 Benjamin B. Warfield, Studies in Theology (New York: Oxford University Press, 1932;
reprint, 2003), 530.

4 Warfield, Studies in Theology, 531: "= 29] 54/3L...... 009 AMLS] W&o 7|Hch
719 ARHFAOl It Cf. John Frame, Systematic Theology, WAL 4, I& Y9
AT (AE FSINEAY, 2017), 844n25: ‘AR R0 tfst 147 ZARIS=o|9] vk
Jonathan Edwards, Freedom of the Will (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1973)°]
o (F2E Jrkst A).

5 Edwards, TIX]9] &}, 206. Edwards, TR} &4y, 204: “WH7F Zxle] 7|dick= A
AR oR HQlstal. ... dylo] Wil 724 wElEol7| wie] W7t 1 e Btk A
AFog Belska, 21 Wt ZRlo] 7l23 2 A of Wit vt JEe 5= giA
k.. W ZHFEeRE Bl A deikis 2= EFfckA A245HA] =t Cf. Edwards,
rolz19] Ay, 324, 500, 594, 610-11, 618.

6 Richard A. Muller, “Jonathan Edwards and the Absence of Free Choice: A Parting
of Ways in the Reformed Tradition,” Jonathan Edwards Studies 1, no. 1 (2011), 3.
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QU7 T=)AL 23] Feflols GRS BRSOl HiRt A2 s Hel

gt Asiute] B Suel et ks ek, o=flze] dojel olsit
Asiste] EAel ¥t iErks el A2 T Uk £ =S S}
o) gt HFnte] olsirt 2 Eejdral AYzhl=10 thEAQl NEu} FE
FoA} ZHAA EF€l(Francis Turretin, 1623-1687)] S8 A7} £
Aol et A=f=o] AR do] ARG} HlWRhe = 11 JfEuke] 1174 o]s]

7 Richard A. Muller, “Jonathan Edwards and Francis Turretin on Necessity, Contingency,
and Freedom of Will: in Response to Paul Helm,” Jonathan Edwards Studies 4, no.
3 (2014), 267.

8 2R 9] Aol tigt o=Ef =9 Sk AV =8, Bk, 123 T =0l HisliAl=, Fisk,
Jonathan Edwards’s Turn, 28-44% ®&e}.

9 I 1| A39] AMIS AKFisk, Jonathan Edwards’s TurnyS E&3A, Muller, “Jonathan
Edwards and the Absence of Free Choice,” 3-22: Muller, “Jonathan Edwards and
Francis Turretin,” 266-85; Richard A. Muller, Divine Will and Human Choice. Freedom,
Contingency, and Necessity in Early Modern Reformed Thought (Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Baker, 2017), 29-30; Richard A. Muller, Grace and Freedom: William Perkins and the
FParly Modern Reformed Understanding of Free Choice and Divine Grace (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2020), 3-4; Richard A. Muller, “Contingency, Necessity, and
Certainty in Jonathan Edwards' Freedom of Will,” in Providence, Freedom, and the
Will in Early Modern Reformed Theologi{Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books,
2022), 251-75; John V. Fesko, The Theology of the Westminster Standards, A& =4,
FAALA, Alekd wigo 2 9= YAERIAE AGIHA, (K& 2ZIPNGEAL 2014), 118-345
B}

olg} ARl FHo R = thE ATES F5T Wotth Paul Helm, “Jonathan Edwards
and the Parting of Ways,” Jonathan Edwards Studies 4, no. 1 (2014), 42-60; Paul Helm,
“Turretin and Edwards Once More,” Jonathan Edwards Studies 4, no. 3 (2014), 286-96;
Paul Helm, “Francis Turretin and Jonathan Edwards: Theologians of the Same Niche,”
in Reforming Free Will: a Conversation on the History of Reformed Views on
Compatibilism(1500-1800) (Great Britain: Mentor, 2020).

10 07|14 BAT} Aol gt AHl vs. 2R A7 A71E 4= ok YT} S-Ao] ohgt
Z10] 83} ofsfol] theiAlE, A, At Dol thgk FEQt ZR1Q] ofsf Blw”, T2A4l
8 A, 34 (2020), 44-70& et o] FAE HohAe & tHE =E2o] asiIAT xk=
AT LAY ofsfol] qlojA] T AFA AL YA
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o} =9l ofohg YRR FEACE HRY & YA Awn, 9ol
&t

3} Gelo] ghat Aol ofs) Wgle] TKse o] mAlL AlwstuA Fik

Il 20 o2t H=X=2] Ofal

o] ot ol =20 ofsi= Ahfell Hit 19 o2& olsfishe H S-ast
Th12 o =@ 29] Tt A ojo] whar, YFH oz ofsfE 1 AALHA ARG
Se 9] A= Aol 7IMshe diz ¥ sEold 73] Be 23
2t Z7o|th13 119 FoJR| 9 Aol 14 o] ApIAH AL F4HRI <fu] 9]
Aol FEEAL, 44739 ZIEAERE ofdE} o it &3] SEdhe 2RI

Apgof] Thek o) SASHe AL “ohzr|U9age] we'eh Fgchs

11 AAE, “TAEY FoF 9F BFof| ozt Lol FaE]U(1623-1687)9] Ash: FEyet
glols|A ] Asfiell Wehd FAe] BAE FHLE", T3AT 2 26 (2020), 145 Tw S
1} 859 32 A AZESojet 5] PFojR= 174171 AlghE: thHEsks Q& oItk

12 Edwards, ToJA|9] A}, 228-29: “H&l A& An|2s, 7HE & e Be Hitdx
Etoha EAcke A B A5t T Zlo| BlE "AF o[tk wta] o Zlo] dHole=
T2 370] EAHA %= Aol E7FsStH = ol Cf. Turretin, "HFAISE 44,
1:493-94: “ojd Zo] g2] EAY & gl W..... DAZ ol TIHet”

13 Edwards, F2]2]9] R}, 247. Edwards, FIA]Q] ARy, 248: “Apilo] QA& ZH= 2 T
ApA0] et 2 FPslAL AAlsh= 5 718)7F Zfahs o] oH[sh= 50|tk Edwards,
FOIAI9] Ahy, 2490 “RieF o] AlolA A AAE Fstal g o] UL, o] ARl
A RIS 31 SHA] ZSHA iz Zo] QT o AR Ao EefiAlo]al J4RI
7idel w2 dog aua &ds] A{FTE” Cf. Frame, F& T Y] 22418t 844:
‘BIYGoNA = ditE o g ARE 2E7F V] Wk A She Aog AZRith....0]
A 379 A& 2 FE7FsE(compatibilism) 02 B2} kst o] F79] Af=
2REI FEE 4 W] weel”

14 o=9=0] Fejx|e] 2hf, 9] e AR “=HF] ¢, vl=lzt oy, A3t . 3} H]d9
TpFloltal 7PYEl= QA2 Apfoll ek 22l faiske whdol wdt 9] 3 FARE Ao
o} A= olEAZT} TR Ay E AT o 7Py Eo] AREIE 2fol¢itHRamsey, “HF
2t A&7 21n2).

15 Edwards, T9JA]9] A5y, 205: “Hi7} o] oA HHlSh= ZRR-9JA]......of BTt 7123-E ofan|
UeAFo] weg getdos XIAR e, AFAL....of tisfiA] ol=2ryeATe] s
AA S Z o= AFet HE AR RS, AT ol2H|USAFORIRE 7} 4%
thal AZsHA] 2 it U ol= Y AT AL 9A]9] A g AAIShs e

0|5 ol=rY LT EoMIA] ehert Fsbd 11 wele] HA ... AZE A AA
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o= gizs ofnlUeagolHel A901X] Aol g Fat B4E oJA|o)
A 9o Rrhte Jeln Arid Lol RE WANS wAISHE
9140} 17

=2 BE Wl WAISH: oS 2 AmkiA e mew

£, 239 920) WA XTIk AEAQ ARl BE Welgo
259 QR AL ohl A, AR XS BAKo] YLe £
ki

= =%
S golitTr 2 AEut ASFoAt Fedo] Eoke AAH, "He Aol

SoEAY IASHA] oA I wEE ARGk olE°] U = 7] W el
16 Edwards, T9J7|9] A5, 315: “QX&-E E= 2J2|9] A7t S-AHQ1 ALACIAIERE of =t
= Iz YiEta ojsiEls I3 f9)0lEke A2, olEHUSAFoREC] 2A]9]
Aol gt w=QoflA] Q1] Aol 7P FQokal BAZRI Ao Ed| Fsl= Aol
J2EE U= o] ZAIE AAls] AESHE Zolcth 1. offd A9 Aol ¢l Bt oz}
A0 /Y (necessity of consequence)=. §l°|, & APsk= A9 S AZ(an
infallible connection)®= glo] 'LAIZITH= 2Ju]oflA] A& YA|2RE- Z2 Ho| AU U=
I U=A] ATE ot} o= w2, of2H[U AR 9J2|9] AR g £AE
Ql YA &2, 9JX]9] Aol A XA Wil oFF Ao E J&oA] k= “ojx]e] A AHY”
3} oJx]9] A1 2 Aste FBAY E= FAE(indifference)o|tHEdwards, FJA9] =}
%41, 249). Cf. R. K. McGregor Wright, No Place for Sovereignty (Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 1996), 43-44, in Frame, "2 ZLa|YQ] X215}, 845-4600A4 A9l&:
AFYAEL Q1719 A7} et AtojoflA FUotA HA AT AE Sz ke
WZolt}, o]AS YRty og Aulfix= A A8 = = ¥ Ee= FHY AR R FE
... 39428 A= ofd AFRI AIHA NN AgF & AX= RAR1 AHolA
A-gAo|tt”

17 Edwards, T9JR]9] AR, 249: “.... A2 o] AR T thE EAJC =, o] ZRRof| E4H0]
o} I3 o] L. BE A viiEE 44, & Adoks A E= olfet 184
olx YHsHA AZEE= 1 od AZI: RifE= Aot

18 Edwards, "9A|9] R, 316-19.

19 Edwards, T9]#|9] &5, 320.

20 Edwards, T2Jx]2] Z4F,, 381: ‘2ol At AL Aol ofF thE fXEo] =
old A= AY HeEX| o=t

21 John Calvin, The Bondage and Liberation of the Will: A Defence of the Orthodox
Doctrine of Human Choice against Pighius, ed. A. N. S. Lane, trans. G. I. Davies
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996), 149: A9} "AZQI Zo] “muj 22 AX|e 4= QJr}.” Z419]
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X}vﬂ AL Felohe 22 obdth A1 Ay Solle ARE whshe

AL ARfeh Fefshs AL ot WAA B ol ARE 24k
Z10] 9131 A7 = Zlo] it} 22 o= =7 R}-9-9F Hasithy FAFeR=
LA AR NP7} Aok Rastrta Fgsie AT e

LAISH=71?
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1. 279} A2 "HA(a necessity of consequence and connection)

o=H=e] dutet Ade] B2
A2 ol A& =Tl gtk BA9] Foivt 7}31?1% A
Atol9] ghistal ARl AE"R Aot 28 A Foi9k zof7h skl
1o R Addthe 22 A9 Ak(truth-value)o] S/t A°]
. o=jzof 2w, ofd Hshy Aol dHvhes A2 *ﬂ 7HA .
A, BAE 37oke of| A AP 1 AR Aol dAte 5
= A9 Foleh Eol7t 24 §lo] A, AEHA] A= ZiOl .
Boltt. olgHH, "HH AP 3] AR E AL 1 AAZ 4
ojt}."24 7Szt FEFoje e 1wzt Bl ojd dde Ay &
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LA izt olso]l theiMs, A, AT EAo] T FE 7”3]—4 13 Bl 60-65%
Hah Cf AAE, A9 ‘é‘ﬂ‘ﬂ KHJ Z19] QA" T84T K5, 30 (2022), 125-56.
2R o]F JFME9] Est AEAIskAt e HY i(Wllham Perkms, 1558-1602)%=
9RY A7t HE AT IESHe Aol oEi FARITh olds, “HY §&
(permission)@} shbd Q] 2Jx|(will)ol] et D] H7IAS] AFAIsH g, TEAla) 25
25 (2020), 260: ‘uﬁ’li‘,: LGS th& Al 7R RStk Ay FAy, Zof ot
Uy, 23k E2 22 F(infallible) ‘écﬂ*é o] ZoJA T WA} 2]x]9] ZR8-E nh3"A|7Ic}
22 Francis Turretin, Institutes of Elenctic Theology, tr. George Musgrave Giger, ed.
James T. Dennison, Jr. (Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R., 1992-1997), 8.1.5=81%4)] shg< &7,
rASAIS 48, vol 1 (M2 BEIPNEAL 2017), 850-51. HAH, “To|Ame] 1eF qlok
B3| tigh <ol EHE|Y(1623-1687)9] A, 145: 119] 4] 'rtﬁﬁﬂg} 8= 17471
Nt Alsto] “ARtH o o YFZ FHoIAEA & & UESF ok AP 227
QFAfol .
23 Edwards, "JA9] Af,, 233.
24 Edwards, T2]2]9] R}, 233-34: "ol HH& Ex7F EA6k1] k=rtal WopAL, ddf
Aol BHA?]] §l&(nothing)e] JATL Lok 2 1 AAR 71 & Hed Zo]7] hiizo]
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=4, olE=o] =™, BA7F
AF, IAE 3735k BAe] Foiet
019 A4 Sl tHA] WA, “olw] HMERE A2 Folol= 1A Y
A= AF R T = UL, "2 Hi= Ao E7FeSE ARdo] Hrh"268 254
o2 oA, WAL Abo] Al Uolr] wiEo EE 2 & gl A,
A W), 3HA Q] Bt AL 2 e “AbAR DAY (necessitas per
accidens)" ¥t AFoITE27 A dddo]l AFE & U= Al MiA A=,
AR AT 4] F 714 Ao SJsiA SHAstHA dAdEo] A ow
ARl FFolrh.28 o=l =of W2, "ol ALY EA|7} ojn] EAsHAL
AHE A} wj2oF | 4= glo] 181 EFglo] AdHEHH, IAY E4=
AHolelz A2 A= st "29 o Ef2= o] WS “Ane] dd
A(a necessity of consequence)”,30 731}9]' AZdol 4
of consequence and connection)”,3" “AZ3} ZA3}] WA (necessity

of connection and consequence)’32 02 UHA=T} o =QRo| uf=ZH,

(necessitas absoluta)°|ekal Y&AIct.25
o= ofd AL &7} ofw] SIS

=

A

wek N e

A4J(a necessity

o} oER = s O] EAe} &/3HNE ofue, 242=4 T2 8 Ay Ao FEEX
A FzxAF o Aol WittHEdwards, A9 Afy, 234).

25 Aojx "o gigt 7+ A o2+ Richard A. Muller, Dictionary of Latin and Greek
Theological Terms Drawn Principally from Protestant Scholastic Theology, 2™ ed.
(Grand Rapids: Baker, 2017), 243& &} Turretin, "H3A418 749, 1:346: “..... A0&
AP0 2A, oA shbd2 Aot oFth 553t 2ol I AAR EFHo|1 F2AAR]
dHol7] wio] oh2 Aol E 4= glt}.” Turretin, "HZAIE 728, 1:494: Aoix A7t
W E Polz A" “FRAF R E7solty” doid FA9] A54 uiof e, A%t
@, AT B gt FEQ ZHIY ofsf Hw,” 54-555 Het

26 Edwards, T9X]9] &Ry, 234. Edwards, TR Q] R}Ry, 374-75: “ARAETA RAE]9
A e A FAHolct Ykl IREY IA S/ o] FASHAA, o] FHojlA C”EQ’]
7 7Fs/do] 719l oln] W& %tk

27 “AP19] A (necessity of the even)oll thofAl Fel€l- thagat o] Hatth. Turretin,
FHSAISE 739, 1:982: “EAfol= A2 ST wo ”J‘ﬂ’ﬁ‘i EA517] wigol EA5HA]
A5 & QIARE F0] AREAY AT Aol JASNA Bl ARt E ARFEAY
g Qdst Zlolgty & 4= Qltk.” Cf. Muller, Dictionary of Latin and Greek Theological
Terms, 246.

28 Edwards, 9JX

29 Edwards, 9JX

30 Edwards, F9J#

31 Edwards, T9J#

9] Ay, 234-35.

9] Afy, 374

9] Ay, 235, 315, 351,
9] Afy, 320.
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A1) AFEL PF9= old HAS B4 BHZHolrt.33

o =¢)=9] “Ax}e] WA (a necessity of consequence)’2 1 AA| 2=
9] g 4 IATE EWT shd Y] A A 735 shbd 9] alx]E SoiA
g9y dojd b gle 7HEA ZA8S3 THIe AEE ol
necessitas consequentiadnecessity of the consequence)2}35 AH(F4))
o lojA FAteltt EAE Ha(Richard A. Muller)= =9 =9] “Axtet
A9 YA AEAA =21F AT IX5HA] 2oL, o= =Tt AR
HE A4S 9u|Sk= necessitas consequentiadNC)QF AZ Q1 Ul
oA Azt ¥ =HA g IAEE LAHQ  necessitas
consequentisNT=necessity of the consequent)d AEZQ F+EES 2.3
Stal JAE ST BIIRiTh36 SER|TE o ERjRE MFsh= HAZ I
A E9glo] dZEo] Ayt A4 AN S 2= FlUE= Althe

AEHOE EF= shid Y 2ol A2t g = Yol §ith=
oJmloflAf, TA] oA LA Al ™A HE Aol VM dd
AJ"(hypothetical necessity)& o d3tc}.38 ‘1&g RE A2 Lo g

32 Edwards, T9JR|9] &3, 351, 381. Cf. Edwards, T9JX]9] AR5, 375: ‘A2 T Ay}9]
U AX(a necessity of connection or consequence).”

33 Edwards, "9JA9] ARy, 235 “THER . AIRO] Q= JoRIRE BE Zlo] YHHo= Iy
A AR AH o2 WA [T HiHo] HiR o]Zlolr}. webA oA (ATl A
21| PFLoll gt =219} E5] IATF = BAAolt”

34 Turretin, ™HZA18F 739, 1:494.

35 o] geloj= EX4 gu|E 12T o $|9] FAgolgtal HEE 4= SIAYL 7HIE FAA,
208 JA4, Ane] A, 293 AiE A So= t]idt #igo] AkE 4= Sich
o] gol9] ofz] 7IR] AA| Mo tislixl, XY, Az YA gt FEQ} L] o]sf
H|®,” 52n328 Heh

36 Muller, “Jonathan Edwards and Francis Turretin,” 273. Muller®] ©] =Foj&= “a
necessity of the consequent of the consequent thing (necessitas consequentiae)” 2k
Eo] YA, (2] ol necessitas consequentis’t D8It} ]S RE|:= necessitas
consequentiae’= NCZ necessitas consequentis NT2] eFolZ H7|5150ct. NC2F NTof| Hf
St goldg o 2= Muller, Dictionary of Latin and Greek Theological Terms, 244-45%
Ha}

37 Edwards, "2JA]9] ARy, 235 “Hadoltal Wod 4= Q= vEE]] AES] £4s 1 AX=
= AFo|A It (Fxe I/ A).
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ol ZHto] girt."se T1eut AbE|e] o|xbA Rl Al olxHd ]l
o] o]dA] WHZ Sh= AFA EAoluf ol W AAY Aoy} Thes] A
2= S0l ZolE Ejeia BAHY fFS THT. HIS o=f
27} 2341 F1HO| GolE ARSSHA] =Tl AP 40 o Q2T 9l
o] A wetA =94 AT AAH dAgow FEtth

2. £89% dA43} (AF "AA(natural necessity)

of=glzzol] ww, 244 EAEe] W9le] A He WS wu4

AT Aed WAY(EE BAH BeAR)oR EE & Urka muy
"olge ot Wele] B e A% e el felolA A Welgo.
24, 294 9903} o4 Aole] EYgE ABL oJulaicha v Aotz
Felge oxo] A8 glol, AtH AT B4 whzo] WAsHe Welgolck
OliEﬂ‘?i AR ol A U 0] oS I AR B AU

o] ¢S u ojgfZoE & 44 AEA 0T Ao IAX(ENA WA

—| 1_1 O 1
o B Shrde ERh ZE 2ol A 420l s
e, S AR ol A1 ) e Aoz o

$90] 2] Bx] L wkEA] AlshA] ohUw ofsi] ehb Aol

A

]_
t} 45

38 Turretin, "H3AIE 742,, 1:494: 734 JA32 414 A 73S o) BAU= 2=
A, sptdo] A3t AAE AHFL o 1 Y2 AZO R olFoxIrt”

39 Turretin, ™HZAISE 78, 1:495.

40 Cf Helm, “Turretin and Edwards Once More,” 292: TE-2 o|=Q=7} NCo}F NT9] #E%|
A TEE YgrHoR” A AoR Bl

41 Edwards, Jx]9] 2443, 238.

42 Edwards, "9JA]9] Z5, 218’ ‘Wt "oks B2 =, shte] /iEAQl HolEA] w2 Ao]
A3 AolEA] TAGIo], vk oA&-go 2 X—]OWL} AsHAY 2ok AEE oulgt
o} oEfI=T) QXE ZAHsE EY4 YjloR JdH= 7P A3t BUIE, A8 FHF AA
TP E Ao=E Hole" A, ko AAZA 7P Fot Hole A 2 Zo|tHEdwards,
TOIZ]9] A}y, 217-221 H&}).

43 Edwards, T2J2|9] &}, 239. Edwards, T9JA]9] A3, 240: “=E2 A1y =94 Aaprt
SHAsk RS dEEE.....olF AT ‘TE "ag ozt dRET

44 Edwards, T9JA]9] 27, 239.
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o= gizof 2w, - WeAe] Xoli Uolst Arte] o] i) ik
ch Wel, meA B4o] AYshe A9ls Avke 264 Yol muA
Zlol}, e} ofgl ool ek, F W] Al Ate] “elel
Aol Aol7} girkee A 64 AL Aeld delwkEolt g
Aike BUglo] 7PeTte Akl ofEgizt 4H9l Uelnt 23t Aolo]
Apei#] Wt o] WASHES shbdo] e AAIeH Aol U X,
oJe] el Fhzl 7k Uold Eed Weiko] wARaIck Fgict

J2{Lt OR{RIE S| T AeIt T 2101 AJO[Of s ORI OpES ounist

- — ML—
—

24749 AARHRRo|Y ojxo] Aein 1 U9 SUglo] A=
M) ojxo] 2Rgo] EAFH=? AL ofd WA E: U of=g=
7} ARFRE OR8] WAL, AL AL A H AAE wErke

Aolch.e9 o =90 w2, o] Yl BpAo|cks “ojx)i W ojx|e]

45 244 "y =5 & WA tigt 71K JoJ2& Willem J. van Asselt, J. M. Bac,
Roelf T. te Velde, and Marinus Schouten, “Introduction,” in Reformed Thought on
Freedom: The Concept of Free Choice in the History of Farly-Modern Reformed
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[Abstract]

Jonathan Edwards' Reformed Compatibilism : His
Understanding of Necessity and Contingency

Chan Young Kim
(Deashin University, Assistant Professor, Systematic Theology)

It is not doubtful that Jonathan Edwards is the outstanding
philosopher and theologian of America. He is commonly regarded
as New England's premier Reformed Pastor. But There have been
several dissenting voices in the scholarships on Edwards as to
whether his views of freedom of the will are classic Reformed
doctrine or not, although he saw his theory of freedom of the will
as common Calvinistic doctrine. While there are scholars that
esteem Edwards' understanding of the will as standard Calvinism,
some studies maintain that his notion of freedom of the will is
a form of philosophical determinism and departs from the older
Reformed tradition. The latter argument is allegedly based on the
judgement that Edwards' understanding of necessity and
contingency has been changed from classic Reformed thought.

This essay compares their views and languages of necessity and
contingency in the theologies of Edwards and Reformed orthodox
theologian Francis Turretin. Although Edwards does not use the
terms "necessity’ and "contingency' in the same way of the Turretin,
he distinguish between types of necessity, especially natural
necessity and moral necessity. In addition, both Turretin and
Edwards certainly deny absolute contingency incompatible with

the divine foreknowledge and decree (perfectly consistent with
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certain theological determinism). Both fully agree that nothing
including freedom of the will happens but by the divine will and
knowledge. Edwards' views as much as Turretin's views can be

called as Reformed compatibilism.

Key Words: Jonathan Edwards, Francis Turretin, Freedom of the Will,
Necessity, Contingency, Compatibilism
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